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Legal Viability  / Death Certificate 
Required

ÅInfant has reached or passed the 20th

week of gestation

ÅA weight of 350 grams or when unknown 
gestation.

ÅA legal viability is established when pulse 
and/or respiration are present. Regardless 
of weight, length, or gestation





WHY ????

ÅBirth Defects 15-20% (genetic, chromosomal 
irregularities)

ÅChronic Health Problems10% (high blood 
pressure, renal disease)

ÅInfection- 15%

ÅPlacenta Problems- 10-20% (abruption)

ÅPoor Fetal Development- 20% (Preeclampsia)

ÅUmbilical Cord Problems- 15% (knot in cord)





Definitions of Loss

ÅMiscarriage - Describes a fetus that dies before 
the 20th week of pregnancy

ÅStillbirth - Describes a a baby that dies before 
delivery but after the 20th week of pregnancy

ÅFetal Demise - The loss of a fetus at any stage

ÅIUFD - Intrauterine fetal demise

ÅNewborn Death ïDeath of a liveborn infant 
within the first 28 days of life





How has perinatal loss changed?

ÅPatrick Bouvier Kennedy

ÅBorn: Aug. 7, 1963 Died: Aug. 9, 1963

ÅHe was a 4 pound, 1 ounce baby and was baptized 
immediately after his death. 
Patrick was delivered by c-section and I believe Jackie 
never even saw him. 
He was born at Otis Air Force Base hospital, but was flown 
soon after to the Children's Hospital in Boston. 
Jackie wasn't able to attend his funeral either. 





Statistics

Å40% of stillbirth occur 
with no diagnosable 
cause called

ÅSudden Antenatal Death 
Syndrome or SADS

Å67% of all autopsy 
results of Stillbirths have 
no found cause



Sudden Antenatal Death Syndrome or SADS

An Equal Opportunity Destroyer of                                  
Dreams

2000 babies die on average in the U.S  

annually from SIDS

yet

30,000 or 15 times more babies 

die 

in the US annually from SADS



The Grief Response

ÅProcess of grieving is cyclical and fluid

ÅGrief can be delayed but never denied!

ÅNo two people grieve a shared loss in the 
same manner

ÅGrieving is hard work





ñFamilies do not remember as much what you say, 

as how you said it. 

Families do not remember

exactly what you did,

but more how you did it.ò

Dr. Deborah Davis

Author, Empty Cradle, Broken Heart



Gift of Presence

ÅRequires willingness to witness sorrow and 
suffering

ÅCaregiver instinct ñto doò
ÅPower of ñbeing withò
ÅListening

ÅAll caregivers have the capacity to be 
present for dying babies & their families


